
 
 

Harper Lane, Radlett 
Hertfordshire, WD7 7FE 

 
Licensing Section, St Albans City and District Council  
Civic Centre, St Peters Street 
St Albans 
Hertfordshire, AL1 3JE 
 
5th March 2021 
 
Subject: Comments on multiple applications to grant a Premises License for Springfield Farm, AL2 2DY  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We request that this representation is filed against the following license applicants on the basis that 
they have submitted very similar applications for the same venue, running concurrently. Given how 
similar these applications are, our objections apply to all of them.   
 
Rise N Rave Ltd  
Nigel O'Connor 
Ercan Mehmet  
Meshach Mcdonald  
Red Room Records Limited  
Dirty Stereo Promotions Ltd 
Syn Events Ltd 
Billie Farrant 
Motiv Enterprise Ltd 
Daniel Oliver & Ryan Thomas  
Miles Mason 
Jack Edmunds 
Clinton Pharaoh 
Luke Abraham 
 
Permitting an unlimited amount of music events on this scale with long operating hours would 
amount to a public nuisance for residents. 
 
As local residents to Springfield Farm, living 900m from the venue, we object to these applications on 
the basis that it would amount to a public nuisance. 
 
We understand that the venue hosts a range of activities, many of which pass unnoticed by us, so we 
have no objections to these. However, in the warmer months the venue holds several music and large 
group events which are loud and disruptive. When these events take place, we can clearly hear 
incessant bass beats and crowd noise that can last all day, night and often into the early hours. This 
dates back to the summer of 2019 when, we understand, an outdoor stage was installed.  
 



We are writing to object to the applications where they relate to these concerns and request that the 
licenses are refused as they currently stand. However, we have sought to be proactive and helpful in 
proposing action that the applicants could take to mitigate the degree of public nuisance such events 
will create for local residents and receptors. 
 
 
Our concerns and proposed remedies are below: 

 
1) Applicant site proximity to sensitive receptors; this venue should be considered as an urban 

location, not a remote location, and the conditions of the License should be reduced to 
socially acceptable operating hours for an urban location. 

 
We live 900m from the venue [see attached plan markup ‘Springfield Farm - Plan Markup SK01’].  
 
Please also see on the plan that there are the following: 

 several residential homes within a 1km radius 

 an elderly nursing home 1km from the venue (Houndswood House)  

 a residential care home 800m from the venue (National Autistic Society Radlett Lodge) 

 a new housing development 800m away from the venue (Harperbury Park) comprised of 206 
family homes - a new village which is partially occupied but still further under construction, 
marketed as an ‘idyllic village’ for families – we believe it is important to consider the impact on 
future residents as well as current 

 a children’s nursery on Watling Street (just over 1km from the venue)  

 London Colney, which is a significant established residential area.  
 
The applicant has not demonstrated any consideration of the above in their application. We do not feel 
that this is an appropriate location for large or loud events, however if a License must be granted then 
please kindly consider the impact of these music events to local residents and receptors by restricting 
operating hours, restricting the volume and/or placing restrictions on the number of events that can be 
held in a year. 
 
We request that alcohol licensing is aligned to the timing restrictions of any music or electronic acoustic 
emissions, otherwise if alcohol service continues the crowd noise will continue until a later time.  
 
 

2) Nuisance, acoustic/ vibration impacts and durations; if successful, a Premises License will 
enable the venue to host an unlimited number of events at unchecked volumes. We request 
that an Acoustic Impact Assessment is undertaken by the applicant. 

 
We note that no noise/ acoustic assessment, or proposed criteria or restrictions, of acoustic levels is 
included in the application. Considering the sensitivities and proximity of the local receptors we would 
have expected that this would have been undertaken. We request that acoustic assessments are 
undertaken by the applicant. 
 
The venue is close enough to be a nuisance during the day and distressing at night for local residents 
with the music and crowds loud enough to be heard through closed windows.  
 



This is not just speculation. This has been a longstanding issue dating back to the summer of 2019. 
Despite hearing events earlier in the summer, we didn’t locate the source of the noise until Saturday 
27th July 2019, after a day of particularly loud music that was continuing late into the night, when we 
walked towards the sound and filmed the attached, which shows the outdoor stage at Springfield Farm 
and gives an indication of the level of noise from the speakers and the crowd.  
 
As the video shows, the venue is partly outdoors with a marquee type of arrangement which has no 
acoustic mitigation between the venue and sensitive receptors/ residents.  
 
The impact of the noise pollution is not only an audible nuisance, but we can also feel the vibrations 
outside and inside our property, despite a high specification façade and double-glazed windows. The 
thumping was heard right through our property and our neighbours reported the same concerns. We 
reported this incident to the local Environmental Health Officer.  
 
This acoustic and vibration impact has been experienced on multiple occasions from previous events at 
this venue. During the summers of 2019 and 2020, the venue hosted several music and large group 
party events that emitted loud bass music and crowd noise, which started in the morning and carried on 
until the early hours. The noise is loud enough to spoil outdoor activities and amenity. It can also be 
heard and felt through closed windows, especially at night, and is even worse with windows open. 
 
Please consider that a proportion of these events are likely to coincide with warmer months when local 
residents will wish to have their windows open at night to cool their homes, further compounding the 
level of noise disruption, disturbance and nuisance. 
 
If volume restrictions are being considered as a condition of the License, we urge you to please account 
for the fact that part of the venue is outdoors, and we’ve noticed that wind direction has a strong 
impact on how much we can hear.    
 
 

3) If granted, a Premises License with these operating hours will enable the venue to host events 
lasting up to 11 hours at a time on any day of the week, on an unlimited number of days. We 
request that the License has an upper limit on number of events per year. 

 
The venue typically hosts all-day and all-night music events, previously only restricted by Temporary 
Events Notices. The venue owners tend to host long and loud events and, in our experience, often use 
the Temporary Events Notices to their full extent and on occasions have exceeded and breached the 
permission contained within them.  
 
For this reason, we assert that granting a Premises License to this venue – especially one that permits 
outdoor music, large group and/or alcohol related events to be held on any day of the week, for up to 
11 hours at a time – will lead to this venue becoming a persistent public nuisance to local residents and 
that it will disrupt local amenity. Please consider placing an upper limit on the amount of events that can 
be held in a year. 
 
 

4) Further details on conducting an Acoustic Impact Assessment: 
 
We suggest that the below should be undertaken by the applicant prior to any license being considered: 



 
- Undertake a background noise survey (on site – not a desktop survey) by a qualified and 

experienced acoustician  
- Following this the acoustician should undertake a Noise Impact Assessment identifying the 

closest and most sensitive receptors including closest residential dwellings  
o This should identify what noise levels will be at the closest residential dwellings and 

other sensitive receptors   
o They should identify specifically how loud noise levels will be and for what duration. 

There should be strict controls on this 
o They should identify what mitigation measures they will employ e.g. indoor music only 

with shut doors/windows, acoustic screening and baffles, and built-in noise levels and 
restrictors on the equipment   

 
 
Summary and conclusion  
 
We request that the current applications are refused on the grounds that it will become a public 
nuisance due to insufficient consideration of the local receptors and no proposed controls being 
proposed.  
 
We also urge you to please consider the depth and breadth of what the applicants are asking for.  
 
We have a young family. This is a growing residential area so there will be many other households in a 
similar position, now and in the future. We note that a large number of local houses are still under 
construction and therefore future residents are unable to comment on the significant impact this license 
could have on their home in the ‘idyllic village’ at Harperbury Park.  
 
We hope that our response on this application has been useful in the consideration of the application 
and would be happy to discuss any of these matters and how to further address them.  
 
Kind regards 

 
 


